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Topics for investigation for the June 2014 examination

 1 Local/UK/EU economic issues

 Poverty: disparities in living standards and the ethical issues that arise from the 
implications of choice for society

 2 The Global Economy

 Global warming and its effects on different economies and societies

These Teachers’ Notes have been written to help teachers prepare their students for 
Questions 2 and 3 of the Unit 12 examination which assesses Current Economic Issues 
in the specification.

Students should use a variety of data (both statistical and non-statistical) in their research.

Teachers need to use their professional judgement in selecting resources that are appropriate 
for their students.
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Turn over 

 1 UK economic issues

 Poverty: disparities in living standards and the ethical issues that arise from the 
implications of choice for society

 Research and Limitations
 Study of this topic lends itself well to individual and group research and presentations, although 

some aspects will require teacher input.

 Students should focus on issues in the UK.  They should restrict their study to the past 
five years. Students should use a variety of data (both statistical and non-statistical) in their 
research.

 The following table specifies and amplifies the main issues which students should investigate.

Issues for investigation Amplification

Measurement of standard of living Candidates should understand how living 
standards can be measured, eg GDP per 
capita, household income and wealth, level 
of education and standard of health.

The meaning of poverty and types of 
poverty (absolute versus relative)

Candidates should understand the meaning 
of poverty in terms of a lack of basic 
necessities (absolute) and a lower income 
than other groups in society (relative).

Causes of poverty Candidates should be aware of some of the 
main causes of poverty, eg unemployment, 
lack of qualifications, illness, age, debt, lack 
of information, government policy.

Effects of poverty Candidates should also be aware of 
some of the possible effects of poverty on 
individuals, groups and on society as a 
whole, eg the possibility of a cycle of poor 
educational attainment, joblessness and 
poor physical and mental health.

Possible solutions to poverty and 
ethical considerations

Candidates should be aware of solutions 
to poverty, eg changes to the taxation 
and benefit system to favour those on 
low incomes, the national minimum 
wage, improved training and education. 
Candidates should also be aware of some 
of the ethical considerations regarding the 
choice of solutions, eg what level of relative 
poverty is ‘acceptable’ or the possibility 
of encouraging joblessness through the 
granting of benefits.
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General Resources

   Joseph Rowntree Foundation: www.jrf.org.uk
   Christian Aid: www.christianaid.org.uk
   Barnardo’s: www.barnardos.org.uk
   End Child Poverty: www.endchildpoverty.org.uk
   The Poverty Alliance: www.povertyalliance.org.uk
   Shelter: www.shelter.org.uk
    Economics and Business Education Association teaching resources:

www.ebea.org.uk
   Tutor2u revision presentations and notes, blogs, quizzes, etc: www.tutor2u.net
   Bized notes, definitions and lessons: www.bized.co.uk

Students could also investigate two or three articles from the following list (teachers may need to 
adapt the material so that it is appropriate for their students’ ability range).

    Measuring poverty in the UK:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/joepublic/2010/may/21/poverty-figures

    Child poverty in the UK: ‘Poverty target will not be met by 2020 ’/ ‘Child poverty falls as 
household income drops’
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-18786883
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-18436795

    Youth unemployment and poverty:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/jobs/7938339/youth-unemployment-for-two-years-or-
more-soars-by-42pc.html

    Why poverty persists:
http://www.21stcenturychallenges.org/challenges/persistent-poverty-in-britain/

    The widening income gap in the UK:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/jan/27/unequal-britain-report

    Falling real incomes: ‘Income fall biggest since 1981’
www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-18447386
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 2 The Global Economy

 Global warming and its effects on different economies and societies

 Research and Limitations
 Study of this topic lends itself well to individual and group research and presentations, although 

some aspects will require teacher input. The issues for investigation could be addressed by 
researching any two of the following issues: transport, agriculture, energy production, industrial 
activity, and their impact on global warming.

 Students should focus on how global warming impacts upon developed and developing 
countries.  They should restrict their study to the past five years. Students should use a 
variety of data (both statistical and non-statistical) in their research.

 The following table specifies and amplifies the main issues which students should investigate.

Issues for investigation Amplification

Causes of global warming Students should be aware of how human 
activities such as industrial activity, 
transport, farming, energy production can 
lead to global warming and climate change. 
Students do not need to know the science 
behind global warming.

Economic effects of global warming Students should be aware of the effects 
of global warming, eg rising sea levels, 
loss of farmland, more extreme weather, 
and should understand their effects on 
different economies and societies, such as 
population displacement, famine, the costs 
of extreme weather, including flood damage 
and drought, lost output and the need for 
international aid.

Possible solutions to global warming Students should be aware of the possible 
solutions to global warming by reducing 
carbon dioxide levels, such as taxing the 
use of fossil fuels, carbon trading, pollution 
permits, subsidising and promoting the 
development and use of renewable 
resources, and encouraging the use of 
alternative energy sources.

Ethical issues relating to global 
warming

Students should be aware of the ethical 
issues: eg (i) global warming has been 
caused largely by developed countries 
while the direct consequences have been 
suffered largely by developing countries 
that are now under pressure to reduce their 
pollution; (ii) the conflict between economic 
growth and sustainability; (iii) the difficulties 
faced in getting countries to tackle global 
warming.

Turn over 
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General Resources

   CIA World Factbook: www.cia.gov
   Bized virtual developing country: www.bized.co.uk/virtual/dc
    New Economics Foundation: www.neweconomics.org  esp. ‘Africa Up in Smoke’ publication 

by the   Working Group on Climate Change and Development at: www.neweconomics.org/
publications/africa-smoke

   International Institute for Environment and Development: www.iied.org
   Friends of the Earth: www.foe.co.uk
   World Wildlife Fund: www.wwf.org
   One World: uk.oneworld.net
   Cafod www.cafod.org.uk
   World Health Organisation: www.who.int/en
   Economics and Business Education Association teaching resources: www.ebea.org.uk
   Tutor2u revision presentations and notes, blogs, quizzes etc: www.tutor2u.net

Students could also investigate two or three items from the following list (teachers will need to adapt 
the material so that it is appropriate to their students’ ability range).

    Radio interview with Lord Stern on CO2 emissions:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_9500000/9500870.stm

    Kenyan farmer’s perspective on changes in the environment:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/science/2010/11/101130_climate_kenya_farmer_video.shtml

    Climate change:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/nov/21/emissions-cuts-climate-change-
un?INTCMP=SRCH

    Transport and climate change:
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/fuel_tax.pdf

    Production of palm oil and deforestation:
http://www.worldwatch.org/node/6059

    Economic impacts of global warming:
www.climatehotmap.org/global-warming-effects/economy.html
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