
Starter
Complete the quiz on 

British politics.

If you finish the quiz,                     
brainstorm in your book, 

‘what do you think of politics?’



1
• Tony Blair



2
• Labour
• Liberal Democrats
• Conservatives



3
• Alan Johnson



4
• David Cameron



5
• The Queen



6
• 646



7
• Gordon Brown



8
• At least every 5 years



9
• To vote you have to be over 18 and a 

British Citizen, and you have to have 
registered to vote. 

• You can not vote if you are in prison or 
if you have a ‘mental disability’



10
• George Galloway 
(BG and Bow)
• Diane Abbot 
(Hackney North)
• Meg Hillier 
(Hackney South)



WALT
• To consider how much you already 
know about British politics

• To introduce the new unit of work
• To explore the ways in which 
politics affects your lives 



Citizenship and RE
• Next year in RE you will learn about 

‘Religion and Society’
• You will learn some of the social parts 

of that course in your Citizenship 
lessons

• This has been done in many schools to 
improve GCSE results



British Politics
• Our first unit is on British Politics

• You need to remember that you will be 
examined on this topic in your RE GCSE next 
year.

• What do you think of politics?



How does politics affect 
your life?

• Rousseau argued that 
‘Everything is radically 
political’

• You are going to 
consider whether he 
was right or not



How does politics affect 
your life?

• Think about some of the things that are 
important to you, and some of the things 
that you do each day.

• In your book, divide your ideas into 2 
categories: things that are affected by 
politics, and things that are not affected 
by politics



How does politics affect 
your life?

• Use the posters to review your work so 
far.

• Add to your list of things that are 
affected by politics.



Plenary

• Is everything radically political?

• Did you find anything that is not affected 
by politics at all?





Starter
Move around the room to complete the 

political bingo sheet
Try to find a different person for each 

question



Representatives
• In London, we are represented by 

Councillors, MPs, MEPS, and Members 
of the London Assembly.



WALT
• To identify the main roles of an MP
• To consider the qualities that an 
MP should have 

• To design an MP



Homework
• Write this in your planner:

• Complete ‘Meaningful encounters’
worksheet

• This is due next lesson



Recap
• How many MPs are there?

• What does MP stand for?

• What does ‘representative’ mean?



What do MPs Do?
• Represent local people in Parliament
• Discuss new laws
• Vote on new laws
• Hold surgeries
• Give advice
• Ask questions in parliament
• Visit schools, hospitals, etc
• Join campaigns



What do MPs do?
• Write the title, date and class work.

• In your own words, summarise what an 
MP does. You can use full sentences or 
bullet points.

• (2 minutes to do this)



What qualities should an MP 
have?

• Working in groups, use the cards to decide 
on the top ten qualities that an MP should 
have.

• Write them in your book.

• Extension: Write a paragraph to explain your 
choices.

• (10 mins to do this)



Design the perfect MP
• Choose a group leader and a reporter.

• Design your perfect MP on the paper 
you have been given. Use drawings and 
words. 

• (20 mins to do this)



Plenary

• The reporter from each group needs to 
display and explain the work.





British Politics
The Electoral System



The Electoral System
WALT
To explain how Britain’s electoral system 

works
To develop your own opinion about 

different voting systems
To consider the arguments in favour of 

and against different voting systems



The Electoral System
“First past the post” system

VS.

“Proportional representation”



The Electoral System
Task 1
From the worksheet, do the first activity 

that will hopefully make the ‘first past 
the post’ system a bit clearer.



Proportional Representation
Task 2
Using the worksheet do the second 

activity that will make the concept of 
proportional representation clearer



Plenary
What do you think of ‘First Past the Post’

and Proportional Representation?

Which one do you think is fairer and why?

What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of each one?





Starter
British Politics Keywords crossword

(5 mins to complete this)



QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

First past the post

Proportional 
representation



WALT
• To identify and evaluate arguments in 

favour and against proportional 
representation

• To compare proportional representation 
and first past the post

• To develop and justify our own opinions 
about proportional representation and 
first past the post



Is PR a good or a bad idea?
• Work in pairs, but write the answers in your 

own book.
• Follow the instructions in the ‘What to do box’
• Divide the arguments into for 
and against by writing the 
letters in 2 lists, then put the
arguments into order of 
importance



Is PR a good or a 
bad idea?

• Essay question: 

‘Proportional representation 
would be a better system 
than first past the post’ How 
far do you agree with this 
statement?



Is PR a good or a bad idea?
• Swap books with the person sat next to 

you and read their essay. 
• Identify one good thing about their 

essay and one thing you think they 
could improve, and share your ideas 
with them





Starter:

What do you think are the 5 biggest 
problems in Britain at the moment?



What is the Welfare State?

WALT
• To explain why the Welfare State was 

set up in Britain
• To identify the key features of the 

Welfare State
• To express our own opinion about the 

welfare state



Britain in the 1940s
• What do you think Britain 

was like in the 1940s?

• What do you think the 5 
biggest problems were then?



Britain in the 1940s
• The Government asked Sir William 

Beveridge to investigate the social 
problems in Britain

• The Beveridge Report (1942) said that 
there were 5 giant evils in Britain that 
had to be destroyed



5 Giant Evils - match and 
copy

• Want Most people left school at 
the age of 14

• Disease Many people were living 
in poverty

• Ignorance Over 10% of people were 
unemployed

• Squalor There was not enough 
housing and many people 
lived in slums

• Idleness Many people could not afford 
medical treatment



5 Giant Evils• Imagine you are in the government in 
1942 and you have just read the 
Beveridge report.

• In pairs, decide what you would do to 
destroy each of the 5 Giant Evils.

• Extension: How would you pay for the 
changes you have decided on?



What are the key features of 
the Welfare State?

1) Use the timeline to identify what the 
Welfare State did to destroy the 5 Giant 
Evils

2) Do you think it has worked?
3) What do you think of the current 

welfare state?
4) What changes would you make?



Plenary - The Welfare State 
today

• For each of the statements you see, 
decide whether you agree or disagree, 
and stand in line to show this.



Agree 
Disagree

• The National Health Service works well



Agree 
Disagree

• Everyone should have free university 
education



Agree 
Disagree

• The Government should give more 
pension money to older people



Agree 
Disagree

• Everyone should pay the same amount 
of tax



Agree 
Disagree

• The Government should build more 
council housing





Starter
What do you think of the NHS?

Write one sentence to EXPLAIN your 
opinion

(I think…because…)



WALT
• To recap and develop our knowledge 

about the Welfare State
• To consider one part of the Welfare 

State in detail
• To develop debating, reasoning, and 

listening skills



Recap
• What can you remember from last 

week’s lesson?
• The images will help…



The NHS
• When was it created? 
• Why?
• What problems is it facing now?
• Do you think that the NHS should 

charge patients for medical treatment?
• Write your name on the post it note and 

then stick it along the line of agreement 
on the sheet



Debate preparation
• The NHS should charge patients for 

medical treatment
• One team will argue in favour, one team 

will argue against
• You need to prepare arguments, 

evidence and opinions 
• (15 minutes to do this)



Debate Rules
• Each team will have two minutes to 

present their case
• We will then have an open debate, so 

anyone can make a point
• How can we make sure that the debate 

runs smoothly?



The NHS should 
charge patients 

for medical 
treatment



The Debate
• What did the group do well?
• What do we need to improve on?
• Think of one thing that someone else 

did very well today



Plenary
• Write your name on the post it note and 

stick it on the line of agreement again

• Has the debate changed your opinion?



WALT
• To recap and develop our knowledge 

about the Welfare State
• To consider one part of the Welfare 

State in detail
• To develop debating, reasoning, and 

listening skills
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